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Necessity and its controls in verifying lineage by DNA in the Saudi personal status system:
A Sharia and analytical study
Dr. Munir bin Ali Al-Qarni
Associate Professor of Sunnah, Department of Foundations of Jurisprudence, Faculty of Sharia

and Islamic Studies, King Faisal University, Al-Ahsa’, Saudi Arabia

Abstract:

This article aims to study “necessity” and its Sharia regulations in Islamic
jurisprudence, along with its contemporary applications in DNA-based
lineage verification. The study adopts a purpose-based approach that
balances the preservation of lineage and human dignity with the use of

modern scientific methods. It also employed the inductive approach to
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examine Sharia texts and juristic opinions, the analytical approach to
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analyze the regulations governing the use of necessity in lineage cases. The
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study consists of an introduction, and two sections. Section 1 addresses the
concept of necessity and its regulations in Islamic jurisprudence. Section 2
focuses on applying necessity to establish lineage through DNA. It
concludes that genetic testing in lineage cases falls under recognized Sharia
necessity when its regulations are observed and misuse is avoided. It also
confirms that the Saudi system aligns with the objectives of Sharia in
regulating genetic testing according to necessity without excess.
Keywords: Sharia necessity, Linage verification, genetic testing, genetic

fingerprint, Sharia purposes, Saudi system.
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