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abstract
This article aims to examine the issue of retraction of declaration after
the issuance of judgment in Hudud crimes. The study problem lies in
determining the legal effect of such retraction, and whether it is accepted
and leads to the suspension of the prescribed punishment, or whether the
judgment remains enforceable. It also explores whether this effect varies
depending on the stage of execution—before, during, or after
implementation. The study also aims to analyze this issue within the
framework of the four Sunni schools of law, clarify its implications on
liability and compensation, and relate it to contemporary judicial practice in
the Saudi legal system. It employs the inductive, analytical, and comparative
methodology by examining relevant scriptural texts and juristic opinions,
analyzing and evaluating them, and weighing different viewpoints in light of
established legal maxims and objectives of Sharia. The study concludes that
retraction of confession is generally recognized in Hudud cases in line of the
principle of avoiding punishments in cases of doubt. It also demonstrates
the balance maintained in Islamic law between the stability of judicial
rulings and the realization of justice, a balance reflected in contemporary
Saudi judicial applications.
Keywords: Declaration, retraction of declaration, Hudud, punishment,

Saudi judiciary.
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